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Deland High School 

https://delandib.weebly.com/ 

The International Baccalaureate aims to develop inquiring, knowledgeable and caring young people who help to create a better and more peaceful 

world through intercultural understanding and respect. To this end the organization works with schools, governments and international 

organizations to develop challenging programmes of international education and rigorous assessment. These programmes encourage students 

across the world to become active, compassionate and lifelong learners who understand that other people, with their differences, can also be right. 

EXTENDED ESSAY PACKET 

Class of 2020 
Extended Essay Coordinator: Ms. Lindsay Brinkmann, labrinkm@volusia.k12.fl.us 

Text @ee2020ib to the phone number 81010 to receive texts about EE deadlines! 
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SUBJECT AREAS 
Your Extended Essay can be written in any of your chosen subjects for the 1B Diploma. You cannot write on any 

subject you have usedforan/Aorany otherassignment. You MUST have taken the 1B subject 

area in order to complete an EE in that area of study. Your EE mentor MUST currently be

teaching or has taught in that subject area. 

Group 1: Studies in Language and Literature (English) 

Category 1-literary Analysis: Analyze a literary work (or works) originally written in English with a major emphasis on 

literary analysis and criticism. 

Category 2- Literary Analysis: Analyze two or more literary works where at least one was originally written in English and 

the other(s) were originally written in another language with a major emphasis on literary analysis and criticism. 

Group 2: Language Acquisition (Spanish, French and German) 

A Group 2 Extended Essay must be written in the language in which it is registered and focused on matters related to 

the target culture. You do not have to be fully fluent in the language to be successful. 

Category 1- Language: A specific analysis of the language (its use, structure and so on) normally related to its cultural 

context or a specific text. 

Category 2- Culture and Society: An analysis of a cultural nature that describes the impact of a particular issue on the 

form and use of the language. 
. . . . . 

- - - . -

Group 3: Individuals and Societies (Social Sciences) 

History: In-depth research in a historical area (at least 10 years in the past) of genuine interest. The topic must focus on 

the human past, be worthy of study, and lend itself to systematic investigation in line with published assessment 

criteria. It can NOT be even remotely related to your history IA. The topic can relate to social history items like music and 

sports although we do not recommend it because it is very difficult to write a higher level analysis on a more popular 

topic. Whatever you choose should not be trivial in nature. 

Psychology: A psychology extended essay should be an investigative, analytical argument on a topic in psychology of 

genuine interest. This is not an experimental paper and data collection is not appropriate at all. Students must have 

taken psychology this year to write a psychology extended essay. 
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Group 4: Sciences 

Biology: A biology extended essay should incorporate biological theory and emphasize the essential nature of the 

subject. Essays in biology may be based on data collected by the student or information obtained from literature, ideally 

from primary sources, and manipulated or analyzed in an original way by the student. 

Chemistry: A chemistry extended essay has a clear chemical emphasis. The essay may be based on literature, 

theoretical models or experimental data, but students are strongly encouraged to undertake experimental work as part 

of their research. 

Physics: An extended essay in physics should have a basis in physical theory and emphasize the essential nature of the 

subject. The student must be personally involved with the subject matter and not be simply an informant. Essays in 

physics may be based on data collected by the student or information obtained from literature, ideally from primary 

sources, and manipulated or analyzed in an original way by the student. 

Group 6: The Arts 

Dance: Dance as expressive movement with intent, purpose and form that communicates through the body and gesture 

of the dancer should be at the heart of an extended essay in dance. A particular dance or a particular style of dance may 

be chosen as the core focus of the essay. Students should strive for a coherent verbal analysis and interpretation of one 

or more dances in relation to the chosen research question. 

Music: Real music should be at the heart of an extended essay in music. This means that particular pieces of music 

should be chosen as the core focus of the essay. Students should strive for a coherent verbal analysis and interpretation 

of one or more pieces of music in relation to the chosen research question. 

Visual Arts: A visual arts extended essay will be a structured piece of writing that addresses a particular issue or 

research question appropriate to the visual arts (broadly defined also to include architecture, design and contemporary 

forms of visual culture). 

Inquirer.Knowledgeable .Thinker .Comm uni ca tor. Princi pied.Open-Minded. Caring. Risk-taker. Balanced. Reflective 













Page Number 

BODY OF PAPER 
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Your extended essay must address each of the following questions. 

I. Introduction

• What is your research question?

• Why is the research question significant and worthy of study?

• Why is the research question significant to you personally?

• What is your thesis?

• What is your game plan for the rest of the essay?

II. Body

• What is the background information needed in order to understand your research 

question and thesis?

• What are the distinct elements of your thesis? How can the thesis be divided and 

broken down into parts?

• What are the central arguments you will make to defend your thesis?

• What are the topical subsections of your body? Outline each subsection of the body.

• How does each subsection build upon the previous subsection and lead up to the 

next? How does each subsection contribute to your defense of your thesis?

• What evidence will you present to support your arguments and thesis?

• What are your key sources? How will you integrate the evaluation of your sources in 

the Body?

• How will you integrate critical analysis into your Body?

Ill. Conclusion 

• How have you sufficiently answered the research question and defended your

thesis?

• What are the major strengths of your thesis and your analysis and defense of it in

your essay?

• What could you have done better in the essay? Evaluate your own work critically.

• What are the new questions and unresolved questions which have arisen from your

research and analysis?
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When do I use MLA 

vs. APA? 

Font 

Line Spaces 

Margins 

Subheadings In Text 

Appendices 

When to cite in the 

text 

How to cite in the 

text 

Incorporating longer 

quotes in your text 

MLA and APA Quick Guide 

MLA APA 

You will use either MLA or APA citations for your EE. The decision of which citation format to 

use is based on the subject area of your EE. Extended Essays that DO NOT have citations for 

their evidence will be flagged by 18 and will run for academic integrity; this could result in the 

loss of your diploma. 

12 point Times New Roman or Arial 

Double Spaced 

1" Margins 

You can use subheadings if you need to, but they are not rrequired in the rubric. If you do use 

subheadings, be sure that they do not resemble IA subheadings and that they enhance the 

flow of your essay, not detract from the flow. 

The grader is not required to read the appendices and they should not contain anything 

essential to the understanding of your paper, but they can be included at the end if needed. 

MLA APA 

Each time you use information from a source (whether a direct quote or something you have 

put into your own words), you must cite it in the body of the paper at the end of the sentence 

before the period. If you have several sentences with information from the same source in a 

row, you can cite when shift sources and/or start a new paragraph. If you use a quote, you 

must cite the source at the end of the quote. 

(Last name page number). (Last name, year of publication). 
Use the last name and page in parenthesis at 

the end of the sentence (Smith 12). 

If your reference the author's name in the 

actual text, use just the page number in 

parenthesis at the end of the sentence (12). 

No page? Leave it out (Smith). 

No author? Shortened title in quotes or italics 

depending upon how it appears in your 

reference page ("Title" 12) or (Title 10). 

Longer quote = 4 lines or longer 

Blocked (indented 2 tabs over) 

Author's last name, comma, and the year the 

material was published (Smith, 2010). 

According to Smith (2010), if you reference 

the author's name in the actual text for APA 

format, only refer to them by their last name 

and just use the year in parenthesis after the 

author's name. 

Longer quote = 40 words or more 

Indented 1 tab or 5 spaces over 
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EE Predicted Grades: Assessment Grade Descriptors 
' 

Grade A   34-27 

Demonstrates effective research skills resulting in a well-focused and appropriate research question that can be explored within the scope of 

the chosen topic; effective engagement with relevant research areas, methods and sources; excellent knowledge and understanding of the 

topic in the wider context of the relevant discipline; the effective application of source material and correct use of subject-specific 

terminology and/or concepts further supporting this; consistent and relevant conclusions that are proficiently analyzed; sustained reasoned 

argumentation supported effectively by evidence; critically evaluated research; excellent presentation of the essay, whereby coherence and 

consistency further supports the reading of the essay; and present and correctly applied structural and layout elements. Engagement with 

the process is conceptual and personal, key decision-making during the research process is documented, and personal reflections are 

evidenced, including those that are forward-thinking. 

Grade B   26-21 

Demonstrates appropriate research skills resulting in a research question that can be explored within the scope of the chosen topic; 

reasonably effective engagement with relevant research areas, methods and sources; good knowledge and understanding of the topic in the 

wider context of the relevant discipline; a reasonably effective application of source material and use of subject-specific terminology and/or 

concepts; consistent conclusions that are accurately analyzed; reasoned argumentation often supported by evidence; research that at times 

evidences critical evaluation; and a clear presentation of all structural and layout elements, which further supports the reading of the essay. 

Engagement with the process is generally evidenced by the reflections and key decision-making during the research process is 

documented. 

Grade C   20-14 

Demonstrates evidence of research undertaken, which has led to a research question that is not necessarily expressed in a way that can be 

explored within the scope of the chosen topic; partially effective engagement with mostly appropriate research areas, methods and 

sources-however, there are some discrepancies in those processes, although these do not interfere with the planning and approach; some 

knowledge and understanding of the topic in the wider context of the discipline, which is mostly relevant; the attempted application of 

source material and appropriate terminology and/or concepts; an attempted synthesis of research results with partially relevant analysis; 

conclusions partly supported by the evidence; discussion that is descriptive rather than analytical; attempted evaluation; satisfactory 

presentation of the essay, with weaknesses that do not hinder the reading of the essay; and some structural and layout elements that are 

missing or are incorrectly applied. Engagement with the process is evidenced but shows mostly factual information, with personal 

reflection mostly limited to procedural issues. 

Grade D  13-7
--�--------------------------------------· .. ······ ...... ....... ---�- ·- -··-.... ,_ .. 

Demonstrates a lack of research, resulting in unsatisfactory focus and a research question that is not answerable within the scope of the 

chosen topic; at times engagement with appropriate research, methods and sources, but discrepancies in those processes that occasionally 

interfere with the planning and approach; some relevant knowledge and understanding of the topic in the wider context of the discipline, 

which are at times irrelevant; the attempted application of source material, but with inaccuracies in the use of, or underuse of, terminology 

and/or concepts; irrelevant analysis and inconsistent conclusions as a result of a descriptive discussion; a lack of evaluation; presentation of 

the essay that at times is illogical and hinders the reading; and structural and layout elements that are missing. Engagement with the process 

is evidenced but is superficial, with personal reflections that are solely narrative and concerned with procedural elements. 

Grade E (failing condition) 6-0

Demonstrates an unclear nature of the essay; a generally unsystematic approach and resulting unfocused research question; limited 

engagement with limited research and sources; generally limited and only partially accurate knowledge and understanding of the topic in the 

wider context of the relevant discipline; ineffective connections in the application of source material and inaccuracies in the terminology 

and/or concepts used; a summarizing of results of research with inconsistent analysis; an attempted outline of an argument, but one that is 

generally descriptive in nature; and a layout that generally lacks or incorrectly applies several layout and structural elements. Engagement 

with the process is limited, with limited factual or decision-making information and no personal reflection on the process. 
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REFLECTIONS ON PLANNING AND PROGRESS 

fntemational Baccalaureate 

· Sacca!aurea.t hrtematiooal

· Bachillerato Internacional

6 POINTS ON THE RUBRIC 

This form is to be completed by the candidate during the course and completion of their EE. 

This document records reflections on your planning and progress, and the nature of your 

discussions with your supervisor. You must undertake three formal reflection sessions with your 

supervisor: The first formal reflection session should focus on your initial ideas and how you 

plan to undertake your research; the interim reflection session is once a significant amount of 

your research has been completed, and the final session will be in the form of a viva voce once 

you have completed and handed in your EE. This document acts as a record in supporting the 

authenticity of your work. The three reflections combined must amount to no more than 500 

words. 
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