
College Application Season 

IB Class of 2024 and 2025
Monday, October 2, 2023
6:30-7:30PM in the DHS 
Auditorium 



Have a plan 
and work 
the plan.

Virtual visits

Fee waivers- free/reduced 
lunch application 

Bright Futures open October 1, 
2023

Request transcripts from 
the registrar

Ask at least 2 weeks in 
advance

FAFSA OPENS DECEMBER 
1, 2023

Beginning Nov. 1



The College Application Process

Floridashines.org- great free resource 
for college planning, career research, 
and staying on track for graduation.

Cappex.com

Choose which colleges you’d like to 
apply to: 
 safety, match, reach 

Become familiar with the admissions 
pages of the universities to which 
you’d like to apply.  



What’s a Safety school?

A safety school is any college or university 
where you have an 80% chance or higher 
of being accepted. Although you can 
never be sure whether a school will admit 
you, compare your SAT or ACT scores and 
GPA to their student body average. You 
should be in the 75th percentile or above 
for a campus to be considered a safe bet. 
Put another way, safeties are colleges that 
accept the majority of applicants.

SOURCE:
https://www.cappex.com/articles/match-fit/what-are-safety-reach-and-match-
schools



What’s a Match 
school?

Match schools are typically known as a 
perfect fit when it comes to applying to 
colleges. They’re not hard for you to get into, 
but you’re not guaranteed admission. Your 
GPA and test scores should match those of 
the current incoming freshman class.

A college is considered a good fit if your 
admissions test scores are between the 25th 
and 75th percentiles of students enrolled at 
the college.

SOURCE:

https://www.cappex.com/articles/match-fit/what-are-safety-reach-and-match-schools



What’s a 
Reach 
school?

“A reach school is a college or university that you may have difficulty 
getting into due to your current resume, or due to sheer acceptance 
rates. Reach schools are typically more prestigious institutions with 
acceptance rates at or under 30 or 20 percent.

Common examples of reach schools are Ivy leagues, like Harvard, the 
University of Chicago, Yale, and MIT. Reach schools admit very few 
students or have requirements you may not meet. That’s not to say you 
won’t get in – plenty of students receive acceptance letters from their 
first-choice reach schools. Remember, it’s called a reach college because 
it’ll be a lot of hard work to create a strong application.

It’s important to remember that reach schools differ from applicant to 
applicant. With that in mind: what is a reach college for you? Generally, 
a college is considered a reach if your test scores fall below the 25th 
percentile of students enrolled at the college.”

SOURCE:

https://www.cappex.com/articles/match-fit/what-are-safety-reach-and-match-schools



College Application 
Platforms

Institutional Applications

The Common Application 

The Coalition



Application Deadlines 
and fees
• Know and meet the deadlines for early 

admission, early action and regular 
admission, financial aid/scholarships, 
special programs and housing

• State University System preferred 
application deadlines are published  on 
the SUS Counselor Guide (yellow packet)

• Check Florida private colleges and out of 
state universities for deadlines

• Application fee waivers are available to 
eligible students. 



Matrix and School Profiles 
Handout –Yellow Packet



UCF uses a similar 
platform to SSAR 
called SPARK.  



Sending your high school transcript
• Paper copies of transcripts may be requested in 

Student Services and cost $1.00 per copy.  You can 
download a copy of the request online at  
www.delandhs.org/transcript-requests

• Parent signatures are required to order transcripts 
if student is under 18 years of age.

• Allow a minimum of 48 hours for processing all 
transcript requests.

• Transcripts may be picked up by you or mailed by 
us directly to the universities.

• Be sure to print mailing addresses neatly and check 
for accuracy.

• A photo ID is required for all transcript requests. 
• When applying via Common App and to some 

schools on Coalition, your counselor will upload 
your transcripts electronically. 



College Entrance Exams- SAT and 
ACT 

• Standardized test scores MUST be sent directly 
to the universities from College Board and/ACT. 

• Do not rely on high school transcripts as a means 
of sending scores. 

• Request score reports at www.collegeboard.org 
and www.act.org

• Check with individual universities for the last 
testing dates for scores to be accepted.

  
• Waivers are available for students who qualify 

for free or reduced lunch. 

http://www.collegeboard.org/
http://www.act.org/




Aceittestprep.com



FINANCIAL AID 



3 Basic Types of Financial Aid

Grants or scholarships- money that DOES 
NOT need to be repaid
Loans- money which MUST be repaid; 
may be borrowed by student, parent or 
both
Work- money which the student is given 
the potential to earn





BRIGHT FUTURES
• Apply as soon as possible beginning October 

1, 2023. Mrs. Carter and Mrs. Nehrig will 
meet with IB students IB History. 
www.floridastudentfinancialaid.org/ssfad.bf

• You do not need your tax information to 
apply.

• Be sure we have your social security number 
on file here at school.

• Be sure that your first, middle and last name 
on your Bright Futures application matches 
your name on your transcript. 

• You must apply for Bright Futures prior to 
graduating. 

http://www.floridastudentfinancialaid.org/ssfad.bf


FAFSA- Free Application for Federal Student Aid

• application opens December 1, 2023
• an early bird gets the worm situation
• recommended that you complete the FAFSA as soon as you 

possibly can

• Necessary to be eligible for any type of institutional aid

• The FAFSA link: https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa

https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa


Scholarships

National and Local Scholarships will be posted on the DeLand High 
School website at www.delandhs.org/scholarships 
ALSO- students should check Managebac for scholarships. 

Institutional Scholarships- Check with the college Financial Aid 
Office, as well as their websites for additional freshman scholarships 
that may be available. 

Check Fastwebs, Cappex, Collegeboard.org for other scholarship 
opportunities. DO NOT PAY FOR SCHOLARSHIP SEARCHES 

http://www.delandhs.org/scholarships


Tips For Success

• Be professional- choose an appropriate email address for all 
college correspondence.

• Be different- distinguish yourself from other applicants 
where possible.

• Be yourself- allow your voice to come through your college 
essays.

• Be responsible- Three C’s- Commit, Connect, Cancel

• Be courteous to recommenders- give teachers/counselor a 
minimum of two weeks to write your letters of 
recommendation. Provide them with a copy of the 
recommendation form or an academic resume to assist them 
in writing your letter. 



DATES TO REMEMBER 

• October 1, 2023- Bright 
Futures Applications open

• October 26, 2023- Senior 
FREE SAT DAY

• December 1, 2023-FAFSA 
OPENS 



Letter of Recommendation 
Request
Delandib.weebly.com>College Information



Resources
• www.collegeboard.org 
• https://www.collegeessayguy.com/
• www.delandib.weebly.com
• Mrs. Carter- lhcarter@volusia.k12.fl.us
• Mrs. Nehrig- lknehrig@volusia.k12.fl.us

http://www.collegeboard.org/
https://www.collegeessayguy.com/
http://www.delandib.weebly.com/
mailto:lhcarter@volusia.k12.fl.us
mailto:lknehrig@volusia.k12.fl.us


Thank you for 
coming tonight.
Please complete 
the survey so 
that we may 
better serve 
you!
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